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1-3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently Amended) A method for spoofing stations while transmitting data 
through a medium, th e method oomprioing in an arrangement including a first station sends 
a RTS message that includes a duration field, and a second station sends a CTS message 
that is responsive to the RTS message that also includes a duration, where the duration 
field defines a period of time that the medium is to be reserved to allow unimpeded 
transmission of data that the first station has to transmit, and where each obeying station in 
the arrangement that receives either the RTS message or the CTS message, updates a 
Network Allocation Vector (NA\Q register with the duration information obtained from 
the received RTS message, or from the received CTS message when a corresponding RTS 
message was not received characterized bv : 

said NAV register being a sole register within a station that controls duration 
during which the stations refrains from transmitting; 

said firs station setting a duration value for its RTS message to a value other than a 
time period for a predetermined subsequent message transmission^-and 

s e nding a signal containing th e duration value during a contention froo period, 

wh e r e in at l e ast on e of the s tation s i s on ob e ying station that updatoo a n e twork allocation 
v e ctor in aocordonce with the duration value, that rooorda a reason why the network 
allocation v e ctor is updat e d, and that d e termin es when to ignore a duration valu e of a 
subs e quent oignal oont during th e cont e ntion fr ee p e riod and wh e n to ob e y th e duration 
valu e of th e subs e qu e nt signal baa e d upon th e reason why tho notwork allocation v e ctor i s 

ULFUUIVU 

wherein tho duration valu e r e pr e s e nts a tim e p e riod for suppressing transmissions 

b y the obeying station , 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein transmissions of unknown protocols 
are given preferential use of the medium when the transmissions by the obeying station are 
suppressed, 

6. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein transmissions of hidden stations are 
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given preferential use of the medium when the transmissions by the obeying station are 
suppressed. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein critical transmissions are given 
preferential use of the medium when the transmissions by the obeying station are 
suppressed. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein at least some of the stations are 
provided in an overlapping basic service set, and stations of the overlapping basic service 
set are given preferential use of the medium when the transmissions by the obeying station 
are suppressed. 

9. (Original) The method of claim4 ? wherein stations of an enhanced version of a 
standard are given preferential use of the medium when the transmissions by the obeying 
station axe suppressed. 

10 - 13. (Canceled). 
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